
 

 

Station Road, Brent Knoll - Briefing Note for Parish Council – 4 August 2020 

 

 
 

Progress 

 

Following the re-opening of the site on 26
th

 May, E G Carter requested a few weeks to test 

the new ways of working, sourcing materials, etc, prior to providing a revised programme. 

 

A revised programme has since been received, which indicates handover of the properties in 

March/April 2021.  The programme is still draft at this stage, whilst materials are sourced  

for the culvert headwalls, which could impact upon the programme.  Due to COVID-19 

related production delays, there is a delay in the delivery of these materials, currently 

expected end August.  

 

Groundworks are progressing well and piling mats are in place, with piling estimated to take 

place in September.  Mains drainage has been put in place, the adoptable road has been 

constructed and tarmac for the base course has been laid.  Western Power Distribution are 

required to undertake some works to remove a pole and install the temporary electricity 



 

 

supply.  This was initially proposed for mid August, but has now been planned for 

September. 

 

Concerns have been raised by a neighbour regarding vibration and monitors have been put 

in place.  Willow Tree Housing Partnership (WTHP) have kept in regular contact with the 

neighbour regarding this and action has been taken on site to minimise the impact on the 

neighbour as far as practicable.  

 

All pre-commencement conditions have been discharged.  Monthly progress meetings are 

being held (virtually at present) and the Parish Council are subsequently updated after each 

meeting.  The update sent in June is attached.  No update has been sent for July due to this 

imminent meeting.  It would be useful to receive feedback on the format of the update and 

whether there is anything else that should be covered.  We have already received feedback 

relating to sales/allocations and this will be covered in future updates, as appropriate, once 

marketing has re-commenced and once the allocation process has started. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Marketing/Allocations 



 

 

 

The properties were launched through a marketing event held at Brent Knoll Parish Hall on 

6
th

 and 7
th

 March 2020.  The event covered the open market, shared ownership and 

affordable rented properties, with particular interest in the shared ownership and 

affordable rented.  Shortly after the event, COVID-19 hit, with a significant impact upon the 

housing market and the build programme.   

 

We are pleased to confirm that the first shared ownership property has been reserved by a 

family who lives in a neighbouring village and works in Brent Knoll.  In allocating the shared 

ownership property, WTHP worked with Sedgemoor’s Housing Development Officer and 

this is also the intention for the remaining shared ownership property. 

 

Whilst the estate agent has continued to receive regular interest in the scheme, potential 

purchasers are no longer interested when told that completion is expected in March-April 

21 as it is just too far ahead for them.  On this basis, it has been resolved to cease marketing 

of the open market and remaining shared ownership plot for the time-being and re-launch 

in October, when the build will be much more advanced and there is plenty to see on site.  

The provisional date for this is 9
th

 and 10
th

 October and subject to government guidelines 

permitting, it is intended to hold a similar event in the Brent Knoll Parish Hall.   

 

In terms of the rented units, a great deal of interest was received at the launch event and 

the Housing Team have compiled a list of interested parties.  These will be advertised 

through Homefinder Somerset, which is generally done 6-8 weeks prior to the anticipated 

handover date, so we are some way off of this at the current time.  In the meantime, our 

Housing Team continue to add to their list as interest is received.   

 

The eligibility criteria for the rented homes is as follows: 

 

CATEGORY ONE - A Qualifying Applicant who has immediately, prior to such allocation been 

ordinarily resident/living within the Parish of Brent Knoll for a continuous period of at least 

five (5) years. 

  

CATEGORY TWO - A Qualifying Applicant who has immediately, prior to such allocation 

been ordinarily resident/living within the Parish for a continuous period of at least three (3) 

years. 

  

CATEGORY THREE – A Qualifying Applicant who immediately, prior to such allocation can 

evidence that they have immediate family who have resided/lived in the Parish for the 

previous ten (10) years. For the purpose of this definition, immediate family shall mean a 

family member to the main or joint applicant and shall be parents, grandparents, children or 

siblings. 

 

CATEGORY FOUR - A Qualifying Applicant who immediately, prior to such allocation can 

evidence a previous residence within the Parish of at least five (5) years within the last ten 



 

 

(10) years. 

 

CATEGORY FIVE - A Qualifying Applicant who has immediately, prior to such allocation been 

permanently employed or self-employed in the Parish. Permanently employed shall mean 

having a permanent contract of employment for a minimum of sixteen (16) hours per week 

for at least the preceding three (3) years. 

 

CATEGORY SIX - A Qualifying Applicant who has immediately, prior to such allocation 

evidenced that they have lived in the Parish or have been continuously resident/living in the 

parish of Burnham Without for the previous period of at least five (5) years.    

 

CATEGORY SEVEN - A Qualifying Applicant who has immediately, prior to such allocation 

evidenced that they have lived in the Parish or have been continuously resident/living in the 

parish of Burnham Without for the previous period of at least three (3) years.    

 

CATEGORY EIGHT - A Qualifying Applicant who has immediately, prior to such allocation 

evidenced that they have (in order of priority): (i) immediate family who have continuously 

resided/lived in the parish of Burnham Without for the previous ten (10) years.  For the 

purpose of this definition, immediate family shall mean a family member to the main or 

joint applicant and shall be parents, grandparents, children or siblings; (ii) have been 

previously resided within the parish of Burnham Without for at least five (5) years out of ten 

(10) years; or (iii) have been permanently employed or self-employed in the parish of 

Burnham Without. Permanently employed shall mean having a permanent contract of 

employment for a minimum of sixteen (16) hours per week for at least the preceding three 

(3) years. 

  

CATEGORY NINE - In the event that the Registered Provider is unable to allocate any of the 

Affordable Housing Units in accordance to the previous categories then the Registered 

Provider shall allocate any Affordable Housing Units to any other applicant registered on 

Homefinder Somerset. 

  

Previous update provided to Parish Council by Esther Carter in June 

From: Esther Carter [mailto:esther.carter@sedgemoor.gov.uk]  

Sent: 18 June 2020 10:53 

To: 'clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk' <clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk> 

Cc: Duncan Harvey <Duncan.Harvey@Sedgemoor.gov.uk>; Councillor Bob Filmer 

<Bob.Filmer@Sedgemoor.gov.uk>; Councillor Andrew Gilling <Andrew.Gilling@Sedgemoor.gov.uk>; 

Karen Walker <karen.walker@willowtreehousing.org.uk> 

Subject: [OFFICIAL] - re: Progress report on Station Road development 

Good morning all 

Please see below a summary of the project meeting held on 9
th

 June 2020 providing a summary of 

works carried out and a brief timetable for the next few weeks. 



 

 

1. Project week number 3 

2. All pre-commencement conditions have been discharged. 

3. The water voles have been relocated. 

4. The completion date is still subject to amendment due to Covid 19. 

5. The site was closed between 24
th

 March and 26
th

 May due to Covid 19. 

6. There have been no delays due to inclement weather. 

7. Pile mat formation is nearing completion. 

8. Works planned for the next month include cutting out the road and levelling, works to the 

main drains. 

9. There is currently water on site, electricity via a generator, the electricity supply has been 

applied for. 

10. There have been no instances of people with Covid 19 symptoms on site. 

11. There is a banksman who brings vehicles on and off site. 

12. Vibration monitoring is in place. 

13. Sound monitors are being sought. 

14. All neighbourhood complaints are being dealt with via SWHS. 

 

I will provide an update following the next project meeting on 14
th

 July 2020 

Mrs Esther Carter 

Housing Development Officer 

Housing, Communities and Wellbeing Service 

Tel: 01278 435599 

Mob: 07584 909 418 

 

 



 

 

 


